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was an active member of numerous civic
groups such as the Magnolia Rotary Club and
the Magnolia Economic Development Corpora-
tion and was a leader in organizations like the
Arkansas Bankers Association, the Southern
Arkansas University Board of Governors, the
South Arkansas Development Council, the
Chamber of Commerce and others.

In 1994, he was honored as a distinguished
alumnus of Southern Arkansas University.

Mack Taylor was a pillar in his community.
His death is a great loss not only to his friends
and loved ones, but to the people of Magnolia
and all of Arkansas.

The people of Arkansas also lost a distin-
guished veteran and outstanding citizen in
Robert C. (Bob) McWilliams III.

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Bob was
raised and educated in Little Rock and
Jonesboro, Arkansas. After graduating from
Arkansas State University in Jonesboro with a
bachelor’s degree in military science, he re-
ceived his master’s degree in human re-
sources from Central Michigan University and
attended the Army Command and General
Staff College.

Commissioned into the Army in 1964, Bob
served two tours in Vietnam, where he flew
helicopters as an Army aviator. During his
service to our country, he received numerous
awards and decorations including the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, Air Medal, Bronze Star
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, National
Defense Service Medal, and senior aviator
wings.

Bob spent 30 years as a government em-
ployee, during which time he served as Pro-
vost Marshal and Chief of Security at the Pine
Bluff Arsenal in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and
president of the local chapter of the American
Federation of Government Employees (AFGE)
at Pine Bluff Arsenal.

He was also pastor of the Sherill United
Methodist Church.

Throughout his life, Bob dedicated himself
to serving God and our nation, and to helping
his fellow citizens and working families. He will
be long remembered by all those whose lives
he touched.

Today, I honor these three individuals—Ode
Lee Maddox, Mack Lee Taylor, and Robert C.
(Bob) McWilliams—for their commitment to
giving back to their neighbors, their commu-
nities, and their country, and I hope that their
lives will serve as an example to future gen-
erations.

f
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Wednesday, April 4, 2001

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the award-winning violinist Lin Cho-Liang—
Jimmy Lin to his English-speaking friends.

Born in Taiwan, Jimmy Lin is an award-win-
ning violinist whose performances bridge cul-
tural and geographical gaps. Shortly after I left
for the United States with my family, Jimmy
Lin and his family moved into the same house
where I lived in Hsinchu, Taiwan and now I
am proud to call him a friend.

Jimmy Lin was born in 1960 in Hsinchu.
After practicing on a toy violin until he was five

years old, his parents bought him a quarter-
size violin and he soon started lessons. His fa-
ther, a physicist, brought home recordings for
him to listen to and to study. At age 12, he left
for Australia where he spent three years
studying the violin before arriving at the
Juilliard School in New York.

Jimmy Lin made his New York debut at age
19 at Avery Fisher Hall playing Mozart’s Third
Concerto and has had a distinguished music
career ever since. Last year he was awarded
Musical America’s Instrumentalist of the Year
and, in 1999 received the Musician of the
Year award. Lin has also won Gramophone’s
Record of the Year and has been nominated
for a Grammy award.

Jimmy Lin appears annually with major or-
chestras and on key recital and chamber
music series all over the world. He is also a
renowned solo artist who is in demand all over
the world. Last year, he celebrated Isaac
Stern’s 80th birthday in a concert in Tokyo.
During a trip to Taiwan to meet with business
and government leaders this month, I have the
opportunity to see my friend, Jimmy Lin, per-
form in Taipei and to visit our home in
Hsinchu together.

As the Los Angeles Times wrote: ‘‘Jimmy
Lin . . . has become a beloved icon. . . .
He communicates through music to that wider
audience that always seems to recognize and
reward the rare combination of virtuosity and
humanity.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of his accomplish-
ments and pleased to honor him in the United
States Congress for his dedication to cultural
understanding through music.
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, today I am
proud to introduce the Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram Enhancement Act of 2001 in order to ex-
tend authority for the Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram (WRP) authorized under the Farm Bill of
1996. The WRP is just the kind of non-regu-
latory, voluntary approach to conservation that
works best for environmental protection and
wildlife enhancement.

Since its inception in 1996, the Wetlands
Reserve Program has restored over one mil-
lion acres of former wetlands to the benefit of
waterfowl and other wildlife species while pro-
viding financial relief to struggling farm fami-
lies. The program has been so successful, in
fact, that for every five farmers that wish to
enroll in the WRP, only one is accepted. This
clearly shows how popular the program is with
farmers and wildlife enthusiasts.

In my home state of Mississippi, the WRP
has proven to be extremely popular with pri-
vate landowners, and for good reason. With
commodity prices being as low as they are,
the program is a great benefit to Mississippi
farmers who could not otherwise afford to stay
on their land or pass it on to future genera-
tions.

Across the country, thousands of land-
owners have discovered that the WRP is an
attractive alternative to farming high-risk and
high-cost crop land that is frequently at risk of

flooding. The WRP provides the necessary,
voluntary incentives to restore such areas to
wetlands. The landowner, in turn, is free to
use his or her WRP incentive payment to refi-
nance debt, upgrade machinery, or to buy ad-
ditional land to make their farming operations
more profitable.

This additional land enrolled in the program
not only benefits farmers, but also wildlife and
wildlife habitat. In the Mississippi Delta states,
most WRP land is planted in high-quality hard-
wood trees that flood in the winter and provide
critical habitat for waterfowl and other species.
In fact, the WRP has become one of the larg-
est and most successful wetland restoration
programs ever attempted on private lands.

The program is also restoring waterfowl
breeding habitat in states like South Dakota,
Minnesota, and Wisconsin to name a few. It is
restoring migration habitat across the United
States including Illinois, Iowa, Ohio, and New
York. Most of all, the WRP is restoring win-
tering habitat in such diverse states as Cali-
fornia, Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana.

As the Co-Chairman of the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus and a lifelong supporter
of Ducks Unlimited, I recognize another won-
derful benefit of the Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram. Like many states, the Great State of
Mississippi honors a proud waterfowling tradi-
tion. Every day the WRP helps improve water-
fowl populations and enhance wetlands habitat
to create new opportunities for sportsmen and
women to participate in the time-honored tradi-
tion of duck hunting. As the father of five
young boys, I am blessed with the opportunity
to pass the family tradition of waterfowling
down to them. I savor the memories of early
morning duck hunts that I had with my father
and grandfather as a young boy. These oppor-
tunities taught me a deep respect for the out-
doors and helped me to develop a deep ap-
preciation for nature and wildlife. These are
opportunities and values that I am passing
down to my own sons, and providing water-
fowl habitat through programs like the WRP
help make it all possible.

Mr. Speaker, my legislation authorizes up to
250,000 acres of marginal farm land to be en-
rolled in the WRP through 2005. It is exactly
the kind of non-regulatory conservation pro-
gram that landowners want and wildlife need
as we begin our entrance into the next cen-
tury. I urge my colleagues to join with me and
the original cosponsors of the Wetlands Re-
serve Program Enhancement Act to ensure
that this program remains a viable option to
farmers, wildlife, and the environment.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Federal Inmate Work Act of 2001,
a bill to help reduce crime by providing federal
inmates real-world job skills while in prison.
This bill would reform Federal Prison Indus-
tries so it can do a better job of rehabilitating
our prison population before prisoners are let
back out into society. Besides reducing crime
through better rehabilitation of our inmate pop-
ulation, this legislation will improve the U.S.
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economy. It will create jobs by returning indus-
tries now operating offshore back to the U.S.
and allowing private companies to compete
with FPI for federal contracts.

This legislation reforms Federal Prison In-
dustries in a number of ways. First, it would
allow private companies in the United States
to use federal inmate labor to produce items
that would otherwise be produced by foreign
labor. It would phase out the mandatory
source requirement for federal agency pur-
chases from Federal Prison Industries and
puts them under the same authority and
standards that govern state prison employ-
ment programs. It allows for increased collec-
tion for child support and victim restitution. It
reduces the cost of incarceration by increasing
collections for rooms and board costs. It re-
quires that FPI establish goals for contracts
with small, minority or women-owned busi-
nesses as well as with organizations that em-
ploy blind or severely disabled workers.

Mr. Speaker, today, there are more than 1.9
million Americans behind bars and the prison
population continues to rise at an alarming
rate. Approximately a quarter of those pris-
oners complete their sentences every year
and return to society. Most of those former in-
mates, however, have never had a real job.
Within the federal system, there were 145,125
inmates confined at the end of FY 2000. Cur-
rent projections indicate that the federal in-
mate population will rise to more than 200,000
by the end of FY 2007.

We just cannot continue to lock up thou-
sands of men and women every year and
hope that they will somehow mysteriously re-
habilitate themselves in prison without learning
a skill. We cannot continue to allow federal
prisons to become finishing schools for crime,
where criminals are paroled as experts in their
craft. If the only thing you know how to do
when you leave prison is steal or deal drugs,
that is what you will do to survive when you
are released.

If the current prison work system is not aug-
mented, prisons will become increasingly over-
crowded, violent, and, most alarmingly, Ameri-
cans will face a higher crime rate as the rate
of unrehabilitated inmates are let out into soci-
ety. Prisons should be turning out inmates
ready to reenter mainstream society equipped
to productively contribute to their communities.
The best way to accomplish this is to put fed-
eral prisoners to work. Many convicts can be
reformed if given the opportunity to learn skills
other than those necessary to be successful in
crime.

Mr. Speaker, a 16-year study by the Justice
Department of federal inmates, the Post-Re-
lease Employment Project, has demonstrated
convincingly that participation in prison indus-
tries/vocational training programs has a posi-
tive effect on post-release employment and re-
cidivism. The study revealed that inmates who
worked in prison industries or completed voca-
tional apprenticeship programs were 24 per-
cent less likely to commit crimes than nonpro-
gram participants. The data also revealed that
these programs provide even greater benefit
to minority and low income groups that are at
the greatest risk for potentially returning to a
criminal lifestyle upon their release.

Employment, particularly industrial jobs, is
the key factor in combating the adverse im-
pact of crowding in a prison setting. Work,
education, and vocational training not only re-
duce the debilitating idleness of a crowded in-

stitution, but offer important security manage-
ment benefits such as supervised time out of
cells.

Idleness, on the other hand, breeds apathy
and discontent. Boredom turns to frustration
resulting in violent and criminal behavior. The
old adage that ‘‘idleness is the devil’s work-
shop’’ reaffirms what can happen when an in-
mate’s time is not productively occupied.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will also be
beneficial to the U.S. economy. First this legis-
lation would revamp the Federal Prison Indus-
tries program by allowing federal inmates to
produce goods that are presently being made
offshore. For example, our prison populations
could learn to produce items such as tele-
visions and VCRs and other products now
provided by non-American sources. This pub-
lic-private partnership may actually help im-
prove our balance of trade by reducing im-
ports. A panel made up of representatives
from the departments of Commerce and
Labor, the International Trade Commission,
the Small Business Administration, the busi-
ness community and organized labor would
ensure that domestic labor was not threatened
by this new authority for FPI.

This also would create ancillary jobs in the
domestic economy as a result of bringing back
certain industries whose entire economic sup-
port structure is located overseas. Bringing
back manufacturing jobs that have gone over-
seas will create other jobs. Raw materials will
need to be brought into the prisons and fin-
ished products will have to be taken out. This
will mean jobs for the local trucking compa-
nies. Teachers and craftsmen will need to be
hired to teach the inmates the necessary
skills. This is more than just giving federal
prisoners the necessary skills to become pro-
ductive members of society, it is about cre-
ating jobs for Americans, on American soil.

Finally, the bill also facilitates restitution pro-
grams that meet the true meaning of restitu-
tion by setting up programs where the inmate
directly compensates the victim of that in-
mate’s crime. Programs that merely take
money from prisoners and put it into a general
fund without earmarking it for their victim are
merely fines. Restitution in the true sense, re-
quires that the offender directly compensate
the victim and therefore require the offender to
acknowledge their responsibility to the victim.

This legislation reforms FPI in a way that
will allow us to do a better job of rehabilitating
our rising inmate population and reducing the
crime rate of released inmates. At the same
time, it will help the U.S. economy and will be
a better deal for the U.S. taxpayers. I encour-
age my colleagues to cosponsor this legisla-
tion, and support the FPI’s mission to rehabili-
tate our inmates by providing an opportunity
for inmates to gain meaningful employment
skills and come out of prison as productive
members of society.
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GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS OF
THE U.S. LEASING INDUSTRY
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OF LOUISIANA
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Wednesday, April 4, 2001
Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-

troducing a bill that would eliminate a provi-
sion of the tax code which hinders the global
competitiveness of the U.S. leasing industry.

The leasing industry is important to the U.S.
role in the global economy. Our manufacturers
use leasing as a means to finance exports of
their goods, and many have leasing subsidi-
aries that arrange for such financing. Many
U.S. financial companies also arrange lease fi-
nancing as one of their core services. The ac-
tivities of these companies support U.S. jobs
and investment.

Enacted in 1984, the depreciation rules gov-
erning tax-exempt use property (referred to as
the ‘‘Pickle rules’’) operate to place U.S. com-
panies at a competitive disadvantage in over-
seas markets. Because of the adverse impact
of the Pickle rules on cost recovery, U.S. les-
sors are unable in many cases to offer U.S.-
manufactured equipment to overseas cus-
tomers on terms that are competitive with
those offered by their foreign competitors.
Many European countries, for example, pro-
vide far more favorable depreciation rules for
home-country lessors leasing equipment man-
ufactured in the home country.

There is no compelling tax policy rationale
for maintaining the Pickle rules as they apply
to export leases. The Pickle rules were en-
acted in part to address situations where the
economic benefit of accelerated depreciation
and the investment tax credit were indirectly
transferred to foreign entities not subject to
U.S. tax through reduced rentals under a
lease. That rationale no longer applies. The in-
vestment tax credit was repealed in 1986, and
property used outside the United States gen-
erally is no longer eligible for accelerated de-
preciation. The present-law requirement that
property leased to foreign entities or persons
be depreciated over 125 percent of the lease
term simply operates as an impediment to
U.S. participation in global leasing markets.

The global leasing markets have expanded
dramatically since 1984. The competitive pres-
sures on U.S. businesses from their foreign
counterparts also have increased dramatically.
Repealing the Pickle rules as they apply to
U.S. exports will strengthen the competitive-
ness of the U.S. leasing industry and promote
U.S. jobs and investment.

I am pleased my friend and colleague from
California, Mr. MATSUI, is introducing similar
legislation and look forward to working with
him and others to unshackle the leasing indus-
try from these outdated constraints.
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WOMEN’S OBSTETRICIAN AND
GYNECOLOGIST MEDICAL AC-
CESS NOW ACT

HON. SUSAN DAVIS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 4, 2001

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker,
today I am introducing the Women’s Obstetri-
cian and Gynecologist Medical Access Now
Act, the WOMAN Act. This bill will ensure that
every woman has direct access to her ob-gyn.

When I served in the California State As-
sembly, I heard from many women that they
were being denied access or had to jump
through numerous bureaucratic hoops to see
their ob-gyn. Statistics show that if there are
too many barriers between a woman and her
doctor, she is much less likely to get the med-
ical care she needs. This is simply unaccept-
able. A woman should not need a permission
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